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Abstract WATER VAPOR ALT-B WIND/WAVE

Prior to the launch of Topex/Poseidon (T/P) in August, 1992, NASA established i
primary in situ verification site for the mission on the Texaco (now Plair '
Resources) Harvest oil platform located off the coast of central California. D.

from a suite of instruments attached to the platform have been combined to yie GPS ANTENNA (JPL)
highly accurate record of the geocentric sea level spanning the last seven y
Over the same time period, the Topex/Poseidon (T/P) satellite has passed dir

Columnar wet path delay measurements from the dpased on preliminary comparisons with in-situ data
looking platform water-vapor radiometer (WVR) androm the platform tide gauges and nearby buoys, there Is
down-looking Topex Microwave Radiometer (TMRNO evidence of bias in the ALT-B estimates of wind
can be compared as the T/P satellite approaches speed (at the 1 m/s level) and SWH (at the 10 cm level).
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pared to —A& 3 mm for ALT-A (prior to degradation of point target response). Bias-
es in the wind and wave measurements are also statistically indistinguishable f§mMOwWN
zero. In this paper, we update the ALT-B results and present accompanying
mates of the ALT-A and Poseidon calibration time series.

f ic picture of the platform wiithough the WVR was removed in 1996, the results
focations of the instruments used to support the verifiagere crucial in helping to identify a spurious drift in the SEA SURFACE HEIGHT
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